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EXPLORING WESTERN
AUSTRALIA'S MOST
SPECTACULAR LAYOUTS

Escape to the freedom and tranquillity of self-contained holiday

o living at Byron Oasis Apartments & Treetop Houses, Resort
YOU R o \ | - facilies set in tropical gardens with native bush and beach right
"o e B - next door. Relax around our heated pool. Enjoy the autdoor
o N T spa, barbeques, sauna, tennis court and gym. Self-contained
- 5 Apartments, Unique Treetop houses and Luxury Townhouses
fi Spacious balconies, Full kitchens, laundries and ensuite
T s & s bathrooms. Easy beach access, Onsite parking. Just 3 minutes
Vel & 2 from Byron Bay Golf Club and 30 minutes to Ballina Golf Club.
. o

IS READY & WAITING : J ‘ www.byronoasis.com.au  stay@byronoasis.com.au
ol Ereeds ts” yor £ (FASIS 1800 336 129
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AM, BARNBOUGLE
& OCEAN DUNES

FLY DIRECT BY PRIVATE AIRCRAFT
P_lay_3 of the World’s Top 40 Courses

Prepare to take off on & golfing experience above all others

Select your golfing adventure...

2 DAYS / 2 ROUNDS — Barnbougle or King Is (Cape Wickham & Ocean Dunes)
3 DAYS / 3 ROUNDS — Barnbougle & Cape Wickham

4 DAYS / 4 ROUNDS — Barnbougle, Cape Wickham & Ocean Dunes

Or if you have a group of 8 or more customise your own itinerary

Includes:

v Private charter flights onboard our
immaculate twin-turbine aircraft

v On-course accommodation
¥ Course fees and more

If you have a group of 4 or more contact
us to set your preferred departure date.
For less than 4 please get in touch for
available options.

“I would like to thank you for an outstanding
experience from start to finish, from initial
contact with yourself to flying with Jack
down to Barnbougle, everybody commented
that it was first class.” sc, vic

While playing Australia’s best courses, use the best gear. i
oMty whiep o' b he b AirAgventure & @
V We recommend Callaway. GOLF TOURS

Free call 24 hours / 7 days 1800 033 160 golf@airadventure.com.au golf.airadventure.com.al.;
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ROBERT TRENT JONES TRAIL

Michael Green

HE thrill of playing to an island-

green is not something you get

to experience very often. Some
students of golf architecture will say that’s
a good thing, but there is no denying
the excitement of seeing one for the first
time. And then having to play it.

So when | stood on the tee of the sixth
hole at The Judge Course at Capitol Hill,
a thought came over me: s this place
for real or have | just stepped into a golf

computer game? It was an epic sight that

got the knees knocking, knowing that
anything less than a decent shot would
see my ball find a watery grave,

It turns out this sort of epic golf is
commenplace aleng Alabama's Robert
Trent Jones Trail and | got a good look at
a number of these spectacular tracks on
our way to The U.S. Masters earlier this
year.

The RTJ Trail (as it is usually referred
to) is a collection of 26 golf courses {or
468 holes) spread across 11 locations in

the southern U.S. state of Alabama that
has fast become one of the state’s most
popular tourist attractions since opening
in 1992,

But why is it such a big deal and why
should you be adding it to your list of
great golfing destinations?

Firstly, all 11 locations are open to
anyone to play. This is a big deal in the
USA where the majority of great golf is
hidden behind locked gates, accessible
to members anly. While each course
along the trail is unique, each site is

* 3 FINE DINING EXPERIENCES
GOLF CLINIC AND LESSONS PROVIDED BY PGA PROFESSIONAL

BRITISH OPEN 2018 WITH EUROPE RIVER/GOLF CRUISE - EARLYBIRD DISCOUNTS

STACEY ARTHUR
P: 24 1
M:

E: stacey@itravelwoonona.com.au

http://insidegolftravel.rvrapid.com/#folio=6
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* WELCOME DINNER

3 DAYS AT THE MASTERS TOURNAMENT (EXTRA DAYS AVAILABLE)

13 NIGHTS LUXURY ACCOMMODATION INCLUDING LUXURY
HOTEL PEBBLE BEACH & HOMEZ2 SUITES AUGUSTA, WITH DAILY HOT
BREAKFASTS AND TRANSFERS

PLAY AT SCENIC GOLF COURSES: PEBBLE BEACH | SPYGLASS HILL |
PINEHURST NO. 2 | PINEHURST NO.4 | PINEHURST NO.8 |
FOREST HILLS GOLF CLUB | THE RESERVE CLUB AIKEN

MOTORISED CARTS, PRIZES AND RANGE BALLS INCLUDED

e

* DEDICATED TOUR GUIDE
* PRIVATE TRANSFERS

. ol

FULL ITINERARY:
www.exclusiveworldtours.com.au

* GUARANTEED SMALL GROUPS
* AIRFARES ON APPLICATION

2018 BRITISH OPEN WITH EUROPEAN RIVER
CRUISE WITH GOLF AT EACH PORT ON SALE NOW

EXCLUSIVE®
WORLD TOURS

atters outsidle our control such as adverse cumency flucfuations, faxes and fuel surcharges.
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encased under the RTJ Trail banner and
are incredibly affordable for this quality of
golfinthe US.

Secondly, did | mention it's epic golf?

Undoubtedly some of the golf holes |
played along the RTJ Trail are the most
spectacular I've ever played. Occasionally
I wondered if I'd accidentally stumbled
into one of those fantastical golf
calendars where someone would paint
golf holes onto some of the world's most
dramatic settings.

Beginning our journey in New Orleans,
| left Bourbon St behind and headed
straight for Cambrian Ridge; about a
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four hour drive out of Louisiana, briefly
through the state of Mississippi and into
Alabama.

Consisting of three distinct nines, |
played the Sherling and Canyon nines
and wasn't disappointed. It's stunning
golf that was exemplified just four holes
into our round when the all-water carry
par-3 4th had us shaking in our golf
shoes.

And while the RTJ Trail is unashamedly
target-style golf, it wasn't without
optiens. The 5th, 6th and 7th hole stretch
on the Sherling course at Cambrian Ridge
all offer obvious, safe choices to get your

The fudge Course at Capitol Hill

ball in play while offering a big reward

if you can take the dog-leg on. In such

a spectacular setting, even the most
conservative golfer will have a hard time
knocking back the seduction of a heroic,
memorable golf shot.

But if you're wanting to face heroic,
memorable golf shots a little more
frequently, make your way to The Judge
Course at Capitol Hill.

Capitol Hill is just 15 minutes out of
Montgomery; the capital of Alabama
and a city steeped in American history.
During the Ciivil War it was the capital of
the Confederate States and is considered

to be the birthplace of the civil rights
movement. If you can drag yourself away
from the golf for a while, it's well worth a
look around.

The Judge is one of the most
extraordinary golf courses I've ever
played. It's often featured on golf
simulators and computer games, and if |
hadn't seen it with my own eyes | would
have assumed it was something dreamed
up by some golf-loving computer
programmer.

The opening hole is one of the most
amazing |'ve seen. The view of the
narrowing fairway from the elevated
tee is a daunting sight and it's a tense
introduction to the round.

But the incredible looking holes
don't stop there with water hazards
surrounding 14 of the 18 holes on The
Judge, including the island-green 6th and

ijalfing
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Thanks for another excellent event, well

organised, well menaged, and such a firm
time - also thanks to gour staf) for ahvays

being so helpful und informed. golfer.
Bob Wonnac st
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NEW ZEALAND
FULLY ESCORTED
GOLF CRUISES

CHRISTMAS
17 - 30 December 2016
14 Days - 4 Rounds of Golf

NEW YEAR
30 Dec. - 12 January 2017
14 Days - 5 Rounds of Golf

~ Unpack once. Awake each day to a new
destination

- All meals included and no washing up

. dar stage shows, dy acts and
live bands

- Amazing service from the onboard crew

- Playing golf at each port of call is smooth
sailing and getting to and from the cowrses is
a breeze

- After a day on the course, return to the ship
for some 19th hole refreshments and prize
presentations

For More Info Visit

www.GoGolfing.net.au
Call 07 5508 2250
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Clubhouse at Grand National

plenty of mind-boggling water carries.
Arguably my favourite hole is the 245
metre, par-4 11th hole which features
a split fairway (by a water hazard) that
could see you change your mind two,
three, maybe four times on the tee.

The run home has some magnificent
scenery that will leave you wondering
just how The Judge was built. The tee
boxes and bridges of the par-3 12th hole
are worth the green fees alone that are
only just usurped by the beauty of the
hole itself. The tee shot at the par-5 15th
test every golfer on the planet, and will
leave you feeling inundated even before
you hit your tee shot.

It's with some regret that | did not
have time to play the other two courses
at Capitol Hill; The Legislater and The
Senater. Home to the LPGA's Yokohama
Tire LPGA Classic, the Senator is a links-

style golf course and a favourite of many
on The Trail.

The last stop on our brief tour was
The Lakes and Links courses at Grand
National, near the western border of
Alabama. Both courses were in stunning
condition with The Lakes course in
particular, a picture postcard with 12
heles hugging Lake Saugahatchee to
form some spectacular holes. The par-3's
are magical and you'll need your golf
brain firmly switched on to resist the urge
to bite off more than you can chew at the
12th and 16th holes.

Each stop on the RTJ Trail is home to
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The 6th hole at The Judge Course a;'t Ca'pl'tni Hill

friendly staff who provide the sort of
service we're not familiar with in Australia.
Drop your bags, park your car and by the
time you return they'll be loaded up on
your cart and ready to go. Yes, tips are
expected but it's an environment you
should experience at least once.

The wonderfully grand clubhouses
feature fully-stocked pro shop, bar and
a place to get lunch. Don't forget to kick
back in the rocking chair on the verandah
after a round. It's the perfect place to
contemplate that heroic shot you pulled
off, or maybe the ane you didn't.

| occasionally longed to play a few low,

running approach shots or a bump-and-
run style shot we're more familiar with

in Australia but this is not what the RTJ
Trail is about. Unashamedly, the Trail was
created to be a major, epic test of golf
where (as the website states) golfers will
remember that “one brilliant shot that
{momentarily) conquers a hole”.

If you're on your way to The Masters or
passing through the southern states of
the USA, it's worth checking in at some of
the stops along the RTJ Trail. It will be one
of the most epic golf experiences you'll
ever have. »
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WREST POINT
INTERNATIONAL MASTERS
GOLF CHAMPIONSHIP

22- 27 Jan 2017 | Hobant, Tasmania
What are you doing this January?

Every year in January, more than 300
club golfers get together in Hobart for
Australia's BEST WEEK OF GOLF. The
golf s what brings everyone here. The
fun and the friends you make are an
added bonus. This is why so many
players come back again and again.

PLAY Hobart's Premier Courses
BE in Hobart when it comes alive

Tremendous value with
Packages start from
as little as $599

secavions but the biggest

Register Today: .

Call 07 5508 2250 [
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